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Background

* |n Gaza, Palestine, humanitarian conditions
reached a crisis level as the Israeli-imposed
siege of Gaza worsened in the years following
2006 when Palestinians held national elections.




The war on Gaza, 2009

Gaza is known as the world’s
largest prison.



The Gaza Freedom Flotilla- May 2010
and IHH ( The Foundation for Human Rights and
Freedom and Humanitarian Relief

A Flottilla of humanitarian boats with the participation of numerous global civil
organizations and a number of European and international parliament members.

The aim was to deliver humanitarian relief and bring an end to the seige imposed
on Gaza.



Al Faith Area in Istanbul, HQs of IHH
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This presentation is aiming to answer the following questions

* How do Muslim civil society and Muslims in
general respond to humanitarian and
development needs of people?

* How do they mobilize local communities to
generate funding?

* How civil society organizations extend
humanitarian and development services and
program beyond national borders?



The Muslim Civil Society Debate:

* Muslim NGOs use humanitarian and development assistance to
mask political or militant agenda. ( Pipes, 1989 )

* Muslim civil associations and movements, empowered by religion,
have been able to respond to the needs of people with success.
( Esposito, 1992 )

* Religion remains relevant by the institutional modernization
towards participatory politics. Muslim NGOs aim at galvanizing
their moral authority. Mitsue and Sidiqqgi, 2001 )

* All “humanitarians are political” in which NGOs are influenced by
their states.( Benthall, 2003)

* Voluntarism, sacrifice and serving the public interest are all part
of the Muslim faith and tradition. ( Esposito and Yavus, 2003 ))

* Charity work, “the work to do well,” is one of the basic aims of
the message of Islam. (Qaradawi 2007; Turabi 2003; Ghanouchi
2001, and Al Awa,2012)



Motivation of participating in Charity work (The urge to respond)

Religious, spiritual values of civil society work in Islam:

* HiStOI‘y. Traditionally, civil society has always been larger than
state it existed widely in the lives of Muslim Societies.

» AllIman. ( Faith) 1Jlsalc _
* Al Thawab. U‘i’j“é (Reward in this life and afterlife.)
Al Ikhalf. U‘Cd\u ( Bestowing of Allah)

e Al AdlI. U&Jd Islamic values of Justice and equality
* Al Akhlaq U\Cd‘d Islamic Morality



Fund raising

"We knock on the hearts of benefactors. ”

e Zakat :annual religious duty for every Muslim

« Sadaqa ( voluntary charity )

« Sadaqa Jariyya ( continuous charity )

Wagf ( Endowment )






Volunteers:

There are sixty thousands registered
volunteers for IHH throughout Turkey
* University students

* The case of Marwa and Bushra; Third year education major
of Marmara University. They did two projects. Construction
of a water well in Malawi and construction of Orphanage
house in Gaza. |




Local community:

* Interviews with local people, restaurants owners, barber shop,
individuals on coffee shops, bakeries, local stores, business
people.







Transnational Humanitarian and development
Work

How does IHH carry out work in Gaza?

* In 2009, IHH established an office in Gaza City to implement
Humanitarian and Development programs and projects.

* |HH implements its activities in partnership with local Palestinian
NGOs and local government such as municipalities and village
councils.

* Since the beginning of 2009, IHH budget has reached more than $40
million.






Humanitarian Programs

Sponsoring Orphans Program:

IHH sponsors more than eleven thousands orphans in Gaza
with an annual budget of 3.5 Million Euro. Scholarship for
orphan students attending local universities.

Provision of medical emergencies. Supply of power
generators for hospitals due to electricity black out.

Health and Emergency Medical Supplies:

Building a number of homes and giving financial assistance
for victims of war.

Treatment of the injured in Turkey.

Seasonal assistance such as Ramadan and Eid Al Adha ( Hajj
Season )






Sheltering and
Building
homes for
victims of war.
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Development Projects

Construction of a hospital in north of Gaza.
Maintenance and developing of hospitals and clinics.
Provision of education facilities and computers.

Reconstruction of University Scientific labs destroyed
during the war. The cost is one million dollars.

Vocational training centers (3 locations in the main
cities ) for job training for women, small income
projects, training graduate students for job market

Income-generating Projects to fight poverty and
support poor families with small scale projects.

Housing for the poor.



Hospital Project:

* Al Shawa hospital in Beit Hanoun, North of Gaza. It is already
built and serving local community.

* The cost was 650,000 Dollars.




Islamic University in Gaza:

e Reconstruction of University Scientific labs
destroyed during the last war. The cost is one
million dollars.




Vocational
Training
Centers







Housing
for the poor



Gaza- Septmeber 2012

L




Tahrir Square-Cairo
/mpact on Gaza




Rafah Borde Crossing
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A flame of Human Dignity
and freedom




Arigato Gozaimasu
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* Singer, Amy (2008) Charities in Islamic Societies,
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
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